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BOME NEW BOOKA

Nalznc's Naovels,

Can thera bs a more conslusiva proof of litar-
ary vitality than tha reproduction of an author's
works long after his death by transiations into
forelgn languages? It has besn said that the
vordiot of poatority conesrning a writer's merit
s foreshndowed in thiat of his forelen contem-
porarion. In the tost whish we begin by sug-
geating hoth eonditions ara preasnt, to wit; re-
motaoness of timeaand difference of the linguistio
modium througn which the mind is addressed.
Bhakosponrs ia able to meet this test, hut what
Fngliah novallat ean do It? Walter Beott was
onrca admired almost as much on the Contl-
nent as he was In Great Britaing but, st
the end of the nipetesnth canturr, what
French or Germnan publiaher would dream
ol putting forth & new  and eom-
transiation of the Waverley novels?
Whnt in trus with regard to Seott (s even truer
with regord to Dickens, who, compared with
thin Wizard of tha North, had but lew readers
on tha Contlnent, and of Thackeray, whose
reputation has heen etrletly limited to the
Anglo-Baxon world, On the other hand, Ia
thers any Freonch wrlter of proas fletion, Ln.
longing 1o a lormer goneration, & naw and
ermpleta version of whone atories would be at
thin time deamid a promising commereinl ven-
tare by any English or Amerlenn jublisher ?
Thea " Thrar Muskatenrs ™ aud " Monte Cristo "
otlll circulate in English varsions mnds many
yaars ago, but nobody would think of prosents
ing a new and even approzimately eomplets
tranniation of tha multitudinouenovelaeroditel
to the slder Dluman. Thes “Wandering Jow" npd
the " Mysterlasof Parls of Fugine Sae st/ Hnd
renders In Fogland and the United Stites,
and the same thing may ha sald of certnin
novals of ticorge Sand's, but the pirogosal to
fanue anow and exhaustive transiation of e
worka of either of those writers would b ro-
jocted as absurd. Such
timaupon the productions of aluost all T reneh
and English novelists, what nre we to make of
the fact that, although Honord de Balzas diod in
IR0, yat now, on the vory eve of tha twentieth
eantury, no fewar than thres transiations of
hin novels, each putting forwanl pretensions to
eompletencns mores or less Justitled, are offared
to the English-spoaking world 7 Oine of thess,
fasusd Ly Noberts Prothers of Boston, has
been In course of publieation for aome yoenr-
ftin doserving of much eommendation on the
store of the Enillah style, but it has this de-
maorit, thit wany of the wvolumis &re
abridgesd, and almost all of them ara ex.
purgated. A second  tranwlation Is belug
bronght forth in Lendon under the aditorship
of Geaorge Salntabury: the prospectus omits
no fewar than elght volumes of tha Paris Fdi-
tion Dédilnitive, bLowides the * Contes Dirolae
figues.,”  Btill a third translation, admirably
yprintad and {lustrated, haw jusat besn pabe
Hahad o fiftr-aone volumes by G Barele & S0n
of Philladelphin. Thials nelther abridged nor
expurgated, and 14 the vnly Engliah version
which may claim to present everything
tained in the Edition Infnifive brought aut in
Paria by Michol Levy in thesaventios Whon
wa eonsider the amount of eapital that it
needs bo ambarked In the lepst comnplote of
these tranalations and keap lu viewat the suine
time the dnte ab which they nre nlioat siniil-
taneously lasued, we cannot bt pecognlye ths
wolght of the avidance thus torthvoming for
the exceptional duration of Tulzne's illuenas
and eharm.
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pien daeine the two generat inns Tt have fol-
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Hed D “Nest amoong thn utgnr.
highest pmong the best ™ A ke tribote fins
been pnid to lim by Taine, thie phiitosontisy

nned bestortan, amd by Backey " Aurevilly,
Whes  being asked which of Balzae's books
he preferned,  moplied, “The e 1 have
st rend e bs eredited with o genis
wlnmoar transcondent by Theopliths Gatiere,
by CUharlos Baudelgre and by Plos r ol

Banyille. In bine tonstave Flinnbaort apl Finile
Zolnihave rovoguized the fest of realists, o)
thomgh b was wipuad Iy sucoes<tul b the realm
of ths pues dmmaginatlon. Bogriget wonbd ol
acribi hivg aw “an analyticnl visiounry,t by
whom the e le of preserving an squiiibeinm
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unlgue amd wnkee them apares of wx-
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permnnenee of  Jateg. clinpin, 1 In him
the spitine not only of b's owne Y, bat
of the  whols plpetodith ventiry Him-
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doirg ot ] 0t suepirising  that  sien
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aebuad movdety on o whdeh that coopdidee wits meul=
el For Fronchmen, Bolsao has proseid
bimself to bea prophet, becmpuse e eloded
In bidesedt ot cndy albthe sont iments ol b ieos

spaend themasoveos for fiis
eve, bt plso those sentime nned wlens nwg
earpiod toothedr fillest frutoke. they reveal
theme=cives toonlookers ol oure own aday

This might be tros, and w1l 11 might be
Al rooaeconmt o the dlmost sifn bt tanvons
anvearinre of three Enghsbotransintions of the
Hiuman Uomedy, Considorad morely nsn pov.
torinl artoat, Baleae bndecd might still chals
Tenge the profound attestion of foreign stis
dentsol Froneh history as thils s beog evolvied
ander the varving “ouditinns of the prosent
erntiry. The sttention would, of Gonirse, bes
erphinsize @ ir b woere peresived thnt the gl

of Bis e asthov e

mate outeome of the <oclal phenomenn ob-
peeved andd reproduced by bim had L s
tectend wned predlotwd, Conerieding, however, to

Palzne all merdt thut has be el for
Bime ms o socinl historian, we pan ses thiat
O this wore all, the seratine of his wrilings
might L pelogated, so for ne Euglish reasds
er= ale copeerned, o a smnll group of

who,  belng, in all Ukelil
I with o Knowbwlgs of F
Have oo use Tor ng English teansin
The truthois thint Halsace did niore than
dogrnph the Pranes of His timao nnd Tofsonst
nes of tosday,  Ttis Sroe that the ssope
ol tuuch of len N york may be thus limited,
it Lo examined sololy from the wsthetio
viewpoint, bur, when wo vuss from 1 A the
arii=n o Balzne tho tlanker, wo geresive liat
his uneialness, A power ol rovolation and of
luspisation. cannot be hemmed (0 by eaeinl or
by weokraphical bonndaries. e (& some thing
far wider and ligher than a realistic paipter,
wifteadl with no nneommon facaity for Lelnging
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ot spirttual vharactoristios: ho s
lberntoly  md  systematienidy. n
vher, o psyelnlogls & =0l
in these three 1l o thonght, he s

wivl 1o begin by jnvestigating o
annwho instead of n varety of
minesd by oend conditions: he s
formuriate general princioles, apg
times ntid everywhere The re
etance, of his explormtions and exposition of
% feanitboe mund and heart will
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nmitnativn arl instrictive (noall parts of the
elvilized worbl until the day arrises when
woman alind! abitain fomphote social mgunliny
with man. Fyyn then the Siluwe of Balene's
Pyl teal study of woman will be but
gt ¥oumpalred by the tivdessity of al-
Justing some of his ronrlusions te o revo
hittonized sovirenment. Full of peuesteating

windom also, valil under all skies and at
all dates, are his reflections on the effent
ol educativu, under that term being com-

1y Tt 1
bolumithe efort of | /0 ke 'n dream. an impessible project

prehended mot only the Influence of pre-
copt, exampln and surroondings, but also
the reaction tharefrom, With squal Insight he
dissusses the sffect of divarss cccupations, from
those of stateoraft to those of the humblest or-
der, upon the personal charncter and upon the
attitude of the (ndividual toward the commus
pity. Ho far, then, an DNalzao Isa thinker, and
the thinker s no lesa eonsplevous than the
artiot in almost every one of his productionn—
he is more richly stored with household and
socinl philosophy tham is George Ellot, and
may bo read br Englishmen and Amerieans
with no less profit and with more delight than
onn the author of " Middlemarch.” From his
works, Indesd, as Bourget has polnted out,
may be gleanad, as from those of Bhakeapears,
& large collection of atriking snd frultfol
maxima; maxima the force of which is doubled
beocauso they ars demonatrated, not asabstract
hypothases, but ss sonerats realition, viewad
with the surgloal eye which takesin at a glavos
the wound and the operation neosasary to haal
it. For Englishmen and Americans, Ina word,
as well an for his countryman, to read Ralzas (s
to men life, to fathom It, to partloipate in (t with
all one's Imaginative powers, and It s also to
learn the lnws which govern its deeay and its
growth, {ts losars aud |ts gainn

1.

When did Balzan first coscelve the idea of
areanging his books In tha compreliensive
framewaork to whiloh he gave the nawme of the
Humnn Comady ¥ The purpose, which may be
deseribed oot merely as ambitions, but as
erumenical, was announnced In 1842 in n
prefuce to the fiest volume of “Splendors and
Miseries " At that time Dalzae wan 44 years
alil, mna had only about eight years tolive: of
him aviwed novels, included in the Edition
Definitive, only npart, though the malor part,
had bwen fAnished: In that preface he telin s
that thoe flrst idea of the ¢ amdidie Hlumoinecame

whivh he waloomed and thenallowod Lo sacapes.,
He was subimeguently attracted mors secionsly
to the plan by Jdistecting, a8 hoe thought, an pn-
nlogy beatween the human Al suimal King=
idoms In the animal kingdom thers ia unity
mwig el et lass variety. 1t ssomad to Balzae that
Wi this respect himan society rosemblos nature,
s pot moclety menild & min o gecordancs
with the environment i which he lives and

oo s does bt onat ceante as many different

kitvds of men as thare are different soclogloal
siarietles  Thiequestion Nalzne answerad by
mineniniog that the differences betweern a
saliiar, arenrt sy, an admintatrator, a lawyer,
an ldler, a seholar, n statesman, & merchant,
nosuilor, povoet, o panperand a prisat, though
more diMeult ta noderstand, are quite ns cone-
mideratile s thoss thut diatingulsh the wolf
the Hon, the pes, the arow, the shark, tha senl
nnd the shivep. There are, in a word, soelal
apeaios, Just ws thers are zodlogloal speciea,
sefantists have ot shirunk from the attempt
ta dneliple the whole of 2oadlogy In the com-
pass of one work; was thers not somethong
of the same Klinl 1o he aceamplished (o ln-
Wt of siwinty ¢ Unguestionaldy, an oxhnus-
tive dellneation of liman types wonld prova
groore LM, Lecpiae hotwesen the Jiffersanpt
apecies ol the nnlmnl RIngdom nuturs his ast
beotinds which do not exist ln human society,
Wihien BigtTon, tor Instanes, desoribed u Hon he
needed Lt a few additional words with which
tooddrnw the pleture of & Honess, whisreas [n
wovtoty nwominn (8 not always the fomnle of
the anile Tn one houssbold thers oy sxist
twdventively dissimilnr beings. A shopkesper s
wife (5 monetimes worthy of o prinees, whils a
prinee s wife mny not be the ¢guml of o poar
artist’s Uhe soeial state, oo word, of inan i«
stbgeat 1o posatbilities that ave not ta be found
B natipree, for it is nnture plus society, The de-
soription of soecind stwecles (s, therafora, nt least
fwicer s eomplex as that of animal speeles
nider the nspect of the twio sexes nlone,
Lastiy Ahore as o eonfualon in the Hife of ani.
mnls nnd few dramns take plnee nmong therm ;
thiey aquerety pursue and attack one another
Men abwn pursue one another, but the gronter
of le=a legree of Intelllgenee they possosa ren-
dees the combat far more complientad. 11 in
vertnkn that o groder may become a peer, nod
thnt & uobleman may sink Into the lowest raok
ol woelety Then. aeadn, the Lfe of animals is
eatreiely <lmpte It needa Lut few aceos-
atimeguently they hive nelther arts
tor melences, whereas man tenids to represent
s panners life and thought In all that he
sppropriat os 1o s needs. Although some nat.
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wrnliats bbbk, for example —hava shown
un how  dntereating  the bubite of even
prinnte  anbimkls  are,  yot  the  ways  of
every nnlinnl  osesm to e the  pame at
all periods, whereas  the  houses, habits,
dresw el words of a prinee, o LAatnker, wu
nrtisto o bonrgeols, o priest nnd 8 pauper

ehangs <lgnally with cach succesaive olvilla-
ton. The work, then, which Dalzae vonteme
plated vl a teiple ourposs, namely, to exhibit
pvetr, wormen snd thiligs s that I8 to say, utan
baktigs,  aned  the  material  repressntations
wlilel ey give o their modes of though' | in
sbrt, man and bl e, Pothat end not n-
vention but olservation was to s the (st rin-
ment e Ay wm to bas U cownl hilsto-
rint, wmd Nalvae bt the popording secratiry
Ny tuking no Inveptory of virtnes aml viees,
Ly sl bt g memoril o exnimples of passion,
fnd Ly padnting froom Hfe, by making n selee-
thony froan thie olie! soislul avents of hiatime,
il Ly mpsing tvpes mnde upe of 1ealts
drawn from several eharators, he thoight he
iRt su d writing that history of hu-
man aanners which s altogethior sverfonked
I s gty hisrarieal nareativos

This was not, lluwever, by any means the

s

whote of the task proposed to himsslf by Rol-
ear Dwv confoing Wimsell v the most rlgor-
ousr ductiom, oo writer mwight be more or

loss frithful tmors or leas caceossful, patient
or during as o opalnrer of himon tepes: he
might v the imrratorof the dramas of private
PP et seehoadogist of soednl fuenislings:
i omiglin eatadognn the vnrions pridessions
and kKeep o record of thelr gool and ovit;
but, to ddeserye the prolse that every artlst
must be  ambitions  of  recelving, 18 It

ot necvssary for him to study the cause
or causes of sociml  efTects and to apnore-
hend the meanines hidden wuder the Im-

mense minss of llgures, passions gndg ovents ¥
In arder ta explore, however, the causes af
social phenomenn, it 18 neesssary for o writer
tostart with some working hviedhesin, thar is
tosay, with e definite opinfons aonesrning
hiumnn aftaies, Inordertothrow Hght wpon tho
Inter meaning and sonl of his buman cor

Y.

w thns propoands Lils fomdnmentnd prin-

s I shondd bee remembered thint hir was
writing in 1R “Man |s nelthier good por
el bt ds born with Anstinets and aptitales,
Rty Far Tovvn riptiug him, a3 Houssean

thought. binproves him and mukes bl bettor,
Lt sell-intorest develops his evil as woll as
his goold lnclinations,  Uhrintlanity t=a nenrly
perfect sywtem for the tepression of the
depraved tendenles of . and eonstittes
the most (apoetant sloment of soelal order”
ATl Darere Lo saves “Uathollvinm niml king-
shigare twin peonebplea, bat, o regard 1o the
Plemets it bbo wlelel they shiould ba eontned in
atroln them frow aton absaluts de.
weut, 4 be plain thar a peefaes as soeeine
nsthe prossnt an Bl ot becatie o paod it liea)
frisitise, " Cuog<mgl v e does ot enter into
the peliglins op pealitienl discensinns of e
relgu of Loaid Philippe Par<uing his cone
foasion oF Inith, Qe "1 am writlug by
thee Tlghe of twar wrerntll teaths, religlon aned
whi~h o [ T B TR T T
dispen=alile by vintom porngy amil
toward which evoery O T
shold endeavor 1o rmeall our oountey, With
ot Deing an ebey of the elective svdton,
whivh | atld psoan excollont constitiest
prineiple of aw., Loppese it e aril nsthn
oo g woeind et wlig 11 18 ns (1
wganizeed wsatas to-dne. For now., it doss nne
SVun represent i posing minority, the idens
and interests of which o mouneehieal govern.
phh b obiligeesd to posupenet,. Thie slective
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systoem yniversaliy nppliod leads 1o EOvern-
ment by the pnpsses, the anly government thnt
in drresponsible: nmd in wloeh therm nre no

hounds to tyranny starting with rthess fun-
dnmental principles, Ralzave looked upon “the
family, and not the individunl. ne the true unit
of soclaty.” 1t is searcely newidful to remind
the reader that Dnlac knew little of the theory,

and lasa of the working, of Amarican Inatltu-
tione,

Ares Baleae's novels, or any of them, essen-
tinlly Immoral ? Let us hear thalr suthor on
that point: * By ecopring the whole of snalety,
and reproducing It In all its tumultuous aglta-
ton, It muat inevitably result that a eomposl-
tion should sxhibit mors avll than good, and
that part of the fresco shionld reapresent n gronp
of gulity eharaeters” It too often happens,
howevar, that the oritie eries out againat the
immorality deplated In one corner of noRnvas
without directing equal attention to the mornl-
ity inculoated by another vart of the picturs
intanded as a eomplate contrast to the frst
Touching this tendency to a one-aided view,
Balzae obaerves that ““the most connclentions
mornlista are extramely doubtfol whether so-
olety ean show as many good as himd no-
tiona, but In the pleture 1 have drawn
of It there ara more virtuous than repre-
henalble charactura. T have made all errora,
ains and crimens, from the fost trilling to the
most secious, mect with punilshmont, aman
or divine, seeret orpublie. | have dong better
than the Kintortan, for [ am freor than he ' In
another pasaags of the proface he says: It
mny b pormitted to me to draw attention to
the many characters of Irrspronchable vir-
tun in the published portions of my work:
Plerrette, Ursule Miroutt, Constance Hirot.
teau, la Fossweaws, Fugénle Grandet, Mar-
gudrite Clats, Panline de  Villenolz, Mme.
Ju Tme. dea la Chaoterle, Evae Chardon,
Mile, d'Esgrignon, Mme, Firmiani, Agathe
Houget, Hénda de Miuucombe ; nlso many less
Important echaractors, whoe, though thrown lnto
Inus consplouous ralle! than thoss mantionnd
above, offer the render the snime sxample of
domestle virtun, Do not Joseph Lelias, Gos
nestas, Bennssin, the tiriest Bonnet, the doeotar
Minorat, Plllerauit, Duvid Sdchard, the tweo e
rottenus, the priest Chapeton, Jadge Popinot,
Nourgsat, the Snuvinte. tho Tascherous nnd
mnany otharas rosolve the diMeult litarary prob .
Jem of makioe a virtuous charnoter interests
ing ¥

1.

Huving determined 1o mnke his canvan
commensuriate with the whole soelal organizn-
tion of Franes, axplorsid from the top to the
bottom. Balase saturally procesded to divide
and clannify his subject. Ile decided 1o dis-
tribute his work into seenes of private lite, of
provincial life, of Parision lite, of political 1ite,
of military life, of country life. In theannix
groups were ta b collectid all the studing of
maonars anid morals that wers to make up the
general hiatory of soclety. Thosixgroups cor-
reapond to eenaral ldeas; that is 1o sav, the
seenes of private life reprosent ohiblhood and
youth, with the fallings peeullor to those twe
periods of human existence; the seenes of
provineinl lifadelinents theage of passion, cal-
vilation, sell-interest and ambition, whiia the
seenos of Parcisian life give a ploture of the
tastes, vieos and all the unbiridisd tendencies
eallad luto belng Ly the v oms pecullar ton
krent capithl I which the ertromes of good
and evilroeet,  Esch of those thres groups has
ita local eolor, Not only men and women, but
ulwe the chisf eventu of lifs are expressed hy
typen.  Bnlene polits out that “ thiers are situs-
ntions aod ty pleal plikies represented In every
Individun! existence, ana | have tried to be
eapeciully exuct In this hraneh of my sub-
Jeet” He hing nlwo endenvored, e says, to glve
an idea of the different parts of his beautiful
country. My work has its geography as well
as lts genenlogy and s fanolies, (ts places and
fte thingw, (08 people and s facts; as it has it
heraliley. its nobles and {1« Hourgaols, its srtf
ann< and (te pensants, ite politiclans, ite Jdans
dies and Itea army —in fact, o whole world of
Its vwn "

After haviug portrayed soclal life In the three
groupa mentioned, It st remuloed for Balzae
to deseribe the exceptions! existences that ex-
emplify the interaats of sotie or all of those who
are, It any respect, outalile of the ordinary
Inws of lile, Hence the seeness of political life.
Then ngoain, bhaving completed n vast phote-
@raph Gf moclety at peace. wns not he ealled
upon to represant [t also in a «tats of warfare,
Luirsting its bounds for defeuse or conguest?
Hewce the seenes of military Hle. Fioally, the
novnes of country lle represent the evening of
the long day, If the social drama may be de-
seribed in terms of time,  To thos Inst-nnmed
groupare to be foumdl the purest charnetors
Hmuned Ly the author, and the applieation of
the great princples of order, wisdom, and
morality

Snch isthe foundation of tragedy and comedy
thut underlies the * philosophie studies” which
constitute the second part of the Homan Com -
edy, and dn which the sovinl means 1o svery
end were to e discussed and the raviages of
thought and sentlment investieated. The frst
ik of this series, “The Wikl Asa's Skin,’
connieets tho stindies of manners amd moryls
with the phitlosophie studies by the link of an
oriental fapey, in which Hfe (tsoll in roepros
metitedd Ino& dewdly stroggle with desire, the
firnt prinviple of cvery pnssion Beyond the
phitlosophie studies wera to come the analyti-
cul mtudies, of which but one was complated,
too wit, *The Phyvoiology of Marringe.” Still
later Balzae meant to bl three othor works of
the same genernl choraoter, namely, * The
Pathodoey of Social L next " The Anatomy
of Unlversitivs, and thea the " Monngraph of
Virtue " After thus outlindng his mamimental
prrpeone, e sy s U seelng atl that thern
remuning for me 1o do, some one may sav of me
what wy pubilishers sinlid, “May God grant vou
ulong e He had, as we have snid, but
cight veurs to live,

Having itnlicated what Hulrae exsayed 10 do,
It um, before glaneing nt hin nehisvomoents in
detail reentl the aonin invidents of his rela
tively short iife. He was the son ot 4 lawyar
who, nt the thme of his bicth, halid ofles under
the Direotory inthe Commissariat He wansaont
at an varly nge from his home in Tours to the
collego at Yenddime, whera he neglectad tin
studies and the sports of childhood to bury
hmsell in myatie books and reveries. He hin
recovinted the story of his school days i
“Louwls Lamibort.” and told us how he com-
posed & T Theory of the Wil whieh was 1o
vcomplete the works of Mesmar, Lavater, Gall
aud Bichat  This treatise was burned by one
ol Wik echoolmasters, and  Halzae, whose
eotiseuent deapondency impaired his health
wi= sont home, The next stage in his edoen-
thet was {0 conrse of study at the Borbonne,
after which he atended leetures on law, nnd
fu the ofges of attorneys aud notariea picked
up the Kuowledge of ehicanery, which he was
toexhibit so freely in his novels He refused
to beecome o potury, and did not ecomplaia
wheth e was plaesed gt s#hiort ailownnoa to
convinee hbm that e esonbl pot siueces) o
lteraturs
thian ho Jdid
woere fatlures,  He disavow
and forbnde their  repnblivation
yaur= of toll and poverty which sue
prockpt ol Wis daw aliptoma pee deseribed o
Paelno Cane ™ e "The Wil Ass's Skin
amd dn o smerples O Jetters 1o lis sstar,
‘b have Leon preserved,
Among the mny despernto et hods of making
n livelihood that he essiiyold wos the e of
woligitor for subseriptions to Looks: his ex-
porlonen Lo Lhis dirsotion I8 desoritesd In "The
Tilustrions Gandissart * Like Mork Twain, he
By i ponhlishiedy, ol ke Mark Twain, he
failend Then he Lhecame o typelounder and
privter, bl o this voutiee, also, he was un=
wiessful Dharing & laree part of the thiled
doeade ol lis e he foaid that “threo sous
for bresd, two for milk and three for Nrewoon]™
would sultieo 1o Kevp hiom alive while e (e
vired Looks tnoa publie Heary, copied ot
Tis notes ot night, and wandersd for hours
among the seenes of noctuenal Pards. Through
hits Lbusiness undertakinegs he necamlaod o
Jowd of detts which weighed one him witnaoss
tor the eudd of his T pny thows debis he
worked as lined as dlid Walter Seort afier
e tatlure of the danter’s pubilisher. Whsn
Daleae fnally mmde up his mind thav of
hoowishedd 1o sureeed e must eoneceniente
Lis vnergies tpon writing only, hin industry
aca productiveness were extroordinary. His
eistom was todine nt 5 1 M., tostesp until 14
or 12 and then toarise and work until aboat b
in the morning. I he did not work he would
pacs his room all nlght plauning some furure
buok and arranging the method of lts execus

Nev wine recognized more clearly
Bis Airst literary ventires
o all of them Inter,
Tha

thint

tem
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tion In detall, Inten years ha produced fifty-
four volumes, Altogether ha wrote ninety-
soven novels, The first drafta ware some-
times sompoand aa rapldly as Beott's, Ha tells
hin sister that “ The Old Mald" was written in
thrés nights, and that tho fArst Afty sheets of
“Lost Tlluslons " were eompleted ln thros
daya, Heapent far more time than did Seott,
howavar, on the eorrsetion of hiscopy. In this
reapect he may ba compared with Pope. One
ol his publishers has test!ifed that he was in
the hnbit of revinitiig his proofahecta ten or a
doren timea. He would sometimos spend nn
hour In search of one right word, and there
are pnges of Wisin which, as in the pages of
Fiaubert, the Franeh langunge Is tartured in
order 1o compel it to ylalil the maximum of ox-
pression (n the smalleat compnas,

v,

Weo may now take up the sevoral groups and
most of the novels composing them in tha
arder which the anthor gave them in his Nunl
clamaiflention. The st group, antitied = Paris-
fan Liie " lnelndes “Bplondors and Miseries "
UM Bette, 0 Connin Pons, " Casar Blrot-
temin, The House of Sucingen,'” th which
ars bound in the same volume the “Secrets of
La  Princesse da Cadignan,' “Sarrnsine,”
“Facinoa Cane,” A Man of Business”' angd
"The Involuntary Comadlans.” Another vo'-
ume belonging to the same group contal
“The Civll Serviea” and “A Prioes of Bohe-
min: atill another, " The Chiet of the Devo-
ot nl U La Dachesas e Tangeals
Finally, two valumes are required for “The
ety Dovirgeots

URBplendora and Misariea,” which begins the
Kdition Detinitive, 14 really a asguel of " Lost
Hinslons," which was placed by Halzae In an-
ather group. The story porteays the |nat
phoses of the enrmer of A Gireat Man of the
Provinees In I'nris,” and thoroaughly justifles
the nuthor's clnim thint he haa made all oreors,
sins and erimes, frosm the mont teifling to the
most serlons, mest with punishmoent, human
or divine, secret or publie. It is inpossinle 1o
feel mueh sympothy for the hero, and it s
equnlly lmpossibie not to follow him through
the  vicissitudes of his short lite  with
polgnant intereat.  Tho passions that niove
maost  of the charactera In this  hook
are  the intense  desire  of  boundivas
wealth, of luxuey, sndd of moeinl distinetion.
Amonig  his nomervan  productions, Balzae
hittmsel! hositated whether to award the paim
ti " sSplendors nod Miseries™ or to the seoond
tiovel in this group, " Couasin Bette,” which ex-
hiblts on the one hand the tremendons power
for evil duing ovolved through the sell-roncen-
tention lneldent to a celilinto state, nnd, on the
other had, the havoe wrought Inoa respectalle
houselioll through tndulgenes fu the sexual
wopetite prolonged beyond the limits of old
e T Uousin Pons," which to Hourget seemns
the nuthor's mosterpiese, was, ns it happsned,
the Inst novel penned by Balrne when he was
about to he artacked*by that dikenss of the
henrt which was destlned to prove fatal, 1t (s
an account of the llneks of an obl musi-
clan and collector of eurlos who was eared
for by n devoted  friend  amd despoilel
by a  wvast  consplracy  of  pival Jovars
of Lrlesd-brac, covetons bLusineas men and
eorenpt servants, In 18 pages will be found
some curlous notes on Ghermnny and the Ger-
mans, whirh are donbtless rend with zost by

‘acisinns at the vresent time. No reader of
this book would guess from intertnl oy blone:
that ita nuthor hod aleendy weitten penrly i
handred works of fletion He was not o mnn
who could ever welte hlmsell ont, for he wis
Ineensantly aspimiluting new matorinls and
evolving from them now llens, Almost overy
page of “Conain s (e echarged with -
pressions, reflections and theories  One per.
eulves not anly thnt the suthor Is in nowise
exhaiisted, bt alao that he is not husbandng
himsalf fora futurs work, b, on the contrary,
Imalispensing with o feee hand the best fraft-
agn of his cxpericnes, There are Mhiose who
think “"Ciwesar Birottaan" unsarpassed for
A reallam which (& nt ones photogeaphie
anil sympathetle. This (e the story of an up-
right Paris tradesnian who hecimes o Lanke
rupt, but who, nltimntely, suscosds in paving
his ereditors in full. We seo Wi in his honr
of hourgeois glory, In his long period of selipee
nud shame nod in Wis briel moment of redinlille
itation. The whole mochanism of petnil 1o
sl of the laws regilating the pasvment of
commarainl deuts Is here minutely sot forth,
yetso inthoately lathe cxposition nseocinted
with the hero's fortunes that the Jdigrvssions
never wanry. Itis types of the eanmersial
elnss which nre delineated In " The Petty
Bonrgeais.'” also. though the canvas heps s
inrger and containe a greater number of
flicures, Although this (s one of the lopgest
stories penneil by Balzae, iteontalns relatively
few episodes. All s movement, ineldont
and dintogue.  In the two  volimes n!
Iotted to B0 the  nuthor's  bellel  that
wrongdoing is eartuin to meet with reteibatiog
In this world is impressively supported. " The
Clvil Servien' sesms, st flest sight. an un Brom-
Ining subgeet tor o novel, nt Balzae not oty
suveetds In dnteresting us In his ehnrnetors,
but he brings out in the strongest light the
ranses of the medioority of the Fronoh ml-
minlateation, a wedioerity which s quite na
pervanive In onr aday as it was in his. Jfe
sliows that, in the Freneh burennoraey, the
(] b oamvenpied goleiv in maintoining hin-
well i Keoping or bettering his position and
in ouhitaining  his  pay He tnever gives
thonght to limprovements in sdministentive
mivcthods or Yo the welfars of  his couniry.
A muperior mkn enn with diMeally walk
wlong  the  tortwous  pathe  of  the -
renneracy, bow, eringe and  slide 0 the
tnire.  The sudiden avpsirunes of & traly
remarhatie aind woulld frighten everybuily,
Thie fact that Liovers it oMicials are eom-
poseil wlnpoat sxetusively of men of small in-
telluets canstitiles o grase nolie tor the
prosperity of the countey Batets coanpares
this durrigies that ace hatehwd wnieng petty
ofMevholdors ta thosoe which tako placs In the
weruglio between the vunaehs, the women and
the imbeeils Snltan, or to tha little guarrels of
nuns full of seeret vesations, arto mean eollsgo
tyranniea The spectacle of theso intriguns,
ho save, rescmbles the jumplog of Qeas hnr-
nessil to oa pastebianed eart,  Undoulinedly
there are axeeptions In the rank and e of the
eivil service. There are some men who nre
renlly usefinl, but the real workors are vietims
of the parasites. Soonerorinterall the olerks
of the departments (il thomsolves (o the cop-
ditlon ot whecls serewed on to a maehine . the
only variution of thelr 1ot ia o Le plors or Jeses
olled.  This convietion, which Is Auully driven
home to them, stifles the diselosuros wihiioh
they might mnke regarding the seorer pyils of
the administration, disiems cournge nnl ooy
rugpts those who began with the striciest ge.
garil for honesty, fatignad ns they are by |n-
Jjustice and  impelled 1o earslessivss Ly Jee
sLruetive entiig

The stories respectively enti-
tled “Feremgus, Chief of the Devarants,” gl
"L bachesso de Longems™ nre coupld i o
volumo wivieh benrs the genveal title of ' His.
tory of the Thivtesn  There were, aconpiling
to Ilzae, brovught together under the Emojre
ancdin Paris thicteen mea, ail egunlly possosand
by the same sentiment, ail of them endiwesd
with sufMlelent forve to remain constant 1o oue
Iden, sufMiviontly honorable oot o Leteny o
another, evan when their (ndividunt interests
conflinted suflloientiy politie ta voneenl the ties
which united thew, sufMeient|y strong to mafn-
tain themeelves  above all law, courageous
enough to undertaks anytliog and fortunate
enongh t have suoermlsld nlmost mlwnya In
thelr desigus  Ultinsately the saompact whinch
gove thens bnalmost superhiimnn forea thiron
vombination was resoluded, and they quietly
returned tothe yoke of the civil Inw, ns Var
gan, the hueeaneer, eventually teanstormml
Iimsalf fram o destrayer intaa peaoetal edon-
ity disposing without eemorse Ly thie light ot
lim oown Dreeside of the milllons gathermd in
Wood bnd e The elory of *La Diachossps i
Langenis™ [s tald with grent powse anid gt hos
Especinlly movine is thie seovne where ho thnt
loves her mests herin the convent wherein she
hios takon the vows, nnd tragion! i hortoaetg el
ery tothe Mothor Superlor: “This man is my
lovaee !

A\
The group of “ Beenes from Drivais Lifs"
comprehends a solume eontaining “The Cat

and Raecquet.” with some other ahort stories;
“The Memolra of Two Young Wives:" “Mo-
dests Mignon:" “The Htart in Life," with
which are hound “Mme, Firmian!" and “The
Athelst’'s Mass:" “Albert Havarus' and “A
Daughter of Eve:" “The Marriages Contrast”
and “Golwack:" A Woman of Thirty" and
“The Deserted Mistresa:'s " Honorice™ and
“Cal, Chabart,” " Beatrin” “A Double Fam-
Ny "Tha Peace of tha Honsehold” and A
Btudy of Woman,' and, finally, ** Pdre Gorlot

" The Cat and Macquel.” althongh ostensihly
ashort atory, has all the mochinery, all the
Intercat and all the detall of nnovel, The dif-
ference is that it is compressed an only Balzac
could comproan; that heronnid there lmportant
| avanta and changes aro indiented in o fow pow-
arful lines Instend of being elabornted, and
that the tital points nee thrown into strong
[ rolicf, 1o “The Memoira of Two Young

I
Wiven " Halzae axemplitien a theory that the |

marringe of convenlenee, properly regardod,
In preferable toa mareinge eontracted simply
from love
rarmdox Ly econtensting the caroirs
roung girls who linve bieen fellow stivlonts at a
eonvent. Oneaf them, an nrdont and passion-
L ateyanngwouiah, kills hior firar hinabinnd, s ahe

He undertakes o mike gond the |
of two |

winfaases, by hor porpetual jealovusy and exne. |

tions, mouens hia losa, then marriesngain for
love n mecind hostinmd, Hves with him for a
helef poricd In o dronm of ecstisy, and then
Kills horsalt from
hoart had ateayed from hee  Her felend, on
the other hand, dutifully weds to pleass hor
parents, calenlates boforehnmd how many elill-
dren she shall hinee wnd how they ahall be
teatnmd, insists that the moreingo shall he
| merely & nominsl eontenct il she and her hus-
Liand fnd themsalves united in hesrt, and
:ﬂrullTr aeon nll her brightest visions roenlized.
| The offect of the attompt  to  justify
' the Freneh theney of  marrlnge s some-
| woat imonirod, however, by the fact that
| the exemplar of illinl  duty and of the
"-nnvnnllnnnl wife  reamwars  in another
| atory, and fulls desperately in love with n
cmannot her hunbmaed, In the lternry work-
manahip of this novel igne 8 seen ot hin
bieat, The other long novels in this group
are " Modosta Mignon," * Beatelis," “A Woman
of Thirty " and " Le Pire Goriot” The pur-
poso of * Modeste Migoon " (s to explore and
deiineate the dellcate mrstorisa of n young
glrfs mind. In the heroine of thils Look, os in
Y Eugnte Gramdet,” the tremalous vibrad jons
of Nrst love in the heart of n young and prare.
minded womnas form the subgset of the author's
studies. The growth of a searcely acknowl.
edged sentiment whiieh gradundly expands into
a passion, and which Is abaslutely froe from
auy tiint of sensaniity, I8 onalvzed with con-
summate skill, Tho seenes and ineldents are
homely, but out of them Balzae liny woven n
brfght andd sparkling <tory, full of vitnlizing
power, and showing an elasticlty In ereative
peocasnes which may bo well viewed with ensy
Ly other writers of domestie fletion,  ‘The
secne of “ Boatri<.” like that of several of Bal-
e’ nowvals, Ia Lald I Brittany, whero the
moral archisclogint whio staldies men instensl
of rocks may finnl & eeflection of the nge of
Lovuln X1V, or of still mors anclent poriods
Most of tha Hre towns hinve fallen fram
aome plinaele of splendor wheseof historians
da pot speak, belog sedulons about dates and
fictm rathor than manuers, bt whereofl the
memory still lives in the hieart of thole inhnh-
| tants whose vationnl chiarmeter preaelniles for-
getfulnmse of winttars concerning thelr nntive
provines A typienl young Hreton noble wha
hine never Iaft hils natlve town e Lirought
it fnthmate gasocintion with two Parisinn
women, aml the noval recorda the outenme of
his intellectunl and spiritunl sdueat!on
of the fopiinlue porteaits in it of Mile

1LY
Touohes, who Ly some porsons hins Loy mis
takonly suppasedd to hivs Doegy Integided by ¢

It in " A Woman of
proponnds his eolebienemil
thesis that n w tods nt her bost hetween
wand 45, He muintiined that p womnn’s real
face does not Legin to slinw antll slie is 40,
Up tothnt nge the painter lude in o womnn's
eonntenuntconly the same shitdes of plok anl
white, amiles aml cxpressions that pepent e
A thonght, an anvaeyiog thoaght thiat Has
nosdepth : whereas ot u riper neriod svervihing
abwit & woman spenlis  the passionsare graven
npan her tentures Then, again, on unmareied
girl has oo many illusions, is too inexper-
wnend. ool ber sox b8 1o much of an aecom

plice i her Iove for ooy o mnn to be finttered

fithor for Georgs Shnl
Thirty” thint Naly

thareby.  On the other hand, an oliler womit

[ kuows the whole starv ol the saerifoas 1o e

modo, Where the former |s tmpelled Ly ciari-
vmity, by fomematione woeomneadtod with tHionse
of v, the lntter alivys nooonseientions «etiti-

meent, The formet vieids, the nmter olioo«os
I« not, aska Baizae, 1o e the obgeet of ex-
et cholen a most tbttering thing *  Armsd
with knowledee that has alimost always

been bonght by unhappiness, the womnn of ox-
rarience sevms=, Whon <he glves harsolf, to glve
e thun herselfs while the youna girl, lietio-
ot ot prepidieed, Knowing nothing at ull,
i% nnable to make Aoy comparisons or 1o ngpe-
prreclnte husthing ot its teae snlue ; whie ST Y
love nnd stndies it The one teachies us, e
Viges e ot nti nge when men love fosabani
to gihdanes, when ¢ 05 0 nloas.
et the other wanis to lenrn everything
berselt, ated I8 artless whers the  ather
Is  nfMectionate.  In o wond, the woman
of  thirty  watisfles eraving,  while
the yoring: giel ahonld satisty none or shiv (s nnt
moyoung il ot all As for the " Wre Goriot,"
the inst volame o the croap entitied * Private
Life, " wo supposa that o inafocity of Ba'zae's

yebign liemn,

every

fendere would rate §ost the head of all hos
works, U PeRre Gorlot ™ s modern Lear, and
his two dnugliters ninetoenth contury
ronntarparts of Rengan and Gonerll, Theroe

are Franchmon who do not hesitite to =gy that
they wonld rather have written the novel than
the play, As regards rapil nnd eoner

netlon, elidnlike development of
tinetneas of - ehinracterization and  consnme-
mate commamnd of the cmotions, the novel

Is  undoultedly n marvel, The beynote
of the paternnl affeetion to which s life
I mneritloed  fs struck when Pere Goriot
woyaton young frisnd. Y My whole e (les
with those two girla. It they enjoy them-
selves and nro happy. iF they are prettily
dranseid nnd walk on =oft cnrpets, what doas (1
matter toome how T am dress ol gp haw 1 wiEep
Fam nevar colidl [F they are warm, vor i hepl
aririts it they nric gav. T have no greiofe hgt
theirs. T hear their vitses svaprwhors, and o
single sl ook of theirs ol me blond. ipe
day you will Know swhnt (018 toeares mars for
vour elilldron's happiosse thon vine own 1
eannot oxplain how v ds: 0t e pn inwaed
mstinet thav serends jov ilirongh vour whesle
beinge So b rentty Hve thiese Hivow Shnll 1 edl
vousomething vorvstrnnge ™ When | borame o
father | onderstood tha nature of Ged. He
existp ovorywhere, sineo all orontion procssded
froom Ihime And w00 o with me and my
danghters, only I love my daughtors Ligtey
than tiod loves the worlid, beenuss the worlid js
not o beautiiod as God, nnd my daoghte rs nee
more heantiful than 17 Thoere (s in truth,
evmmiothing anbdima abot Pere Gorinr, Ha
damonste=ates that true foeling nots ke nn in
spleation. Mo matter how ondinary & man moy
bie at novrmad times, yof when he gives oxpross
slom ton genuing and strong affection, he s
stocpeal tu an jmpalpable sasenon that nlisrs
his counerance, animates his gestires, sl
femeds o e iglleetion to Wik soder Amitd the
wion affulee of e 1%ee tiorint spems o
u by Lt wndder the stress of paternal pas-
siont b renchios the bighiest shsipneneas of
thionght, It ot of anewage, nnd mesms o Le
rean=teneml

AR
Ty thet weonnpe ta wliieh Biidane g2ive the gen-
ol ehption ol Proavineinl Life blong * Uraglo
Miz ot ™ L Blilon Plerretts” wna
e Capd de Tour,” * Euwdnde tarnndet,” *HThe

B ilne,

Lilv af thie Valloy, Lawat JHu=hinn and Twe
et hpae vl wliish cont b nonism e of slior
arnpies, U emvle Miroder ison siary of Hife g

the amall prosinelal Gty of Nemmonrs agd of thes
osgiorate =strusile set on (ool Ly o numbee of
Laiurgeads heirs to deprive G amiable young
girl of the astita fatended for her by her guars
dinn. an old phiesician. There 1& no figura on
Balzae's canvaa mare Mowarlike and winsome
than tifr of Lrsule. and 1t is with the keenest

| mian with the Arals In Algerin
the mistaken balisf that his |

satistnotion that we pes her, st last, triumph
ovar her snemies, Nor was this the young
glel's only vietory, Her aged gunrdian, n con-
firmed freothinkar, bacame & Christinn before
he died, convartad by her, not with arguments,
but through the touching spectacio of herdally
lite. * Plarrette” (8 n household tragedy,
aome of the detaila of which are Indescrib-
ably painful,  One might almost dosoribe
it as the eruclfixion of a gentle and innocent
ohild, Tranaplanted like A blossom from ita
native anil, the artleas nod Hght-hearted Pler-
rette s sant from Drittany to bacome ab ui-
waloomo and eventunlly detested eharge npon
some sordld-minded counins in the Hitls town
of Provins, in Champagne. She withers and
fades under the harah conditions of her now
environment, and finally suconmbs to the bru-
tality of her rolatives, Incldentally nre de-
pleted the strugglos of twa shopkeepars, who
have nmassed n littlo fortuns In Parls, to gnina
foothold amons the bourgeoirie of their native
town. Anothar struggle fornn inheritance is
reeotinted in ' La Baboulllense Here It can-
not be sabl that sirtue teipmphs, for, ul-
though the otlginal conanlrators nre folled, the
fortune falls to one of the most pxeerabile Lvpea
wketehiod by Dalzas, b man whoso only merit
In Lirate conrage. The sanse of justics I not
matiafled until he s deprived of most of his ill-
gotten gains, and s hackod to pleces in b skir-
“ Fugdénle
Girandot" ja a companion pieturs to ™ Modesta
Mignon, ' with this exception, that It ends
sadly. It is the story of a young wornan nobly
constituted to perform the duties of wife and
mother, but who was to have pelther hushand
nor ehlldran. Chanece plava a decisive rile in
this novel, and the rendar of Balzae will recnll
how much strass he Invs on the affect of avei-
dent in human affaivs. In “The Lily of the
Valioy" we witneas the sufforings of n young
marelod wornan who wns not only eaptivating,
tender and passlonate, but virtuous.  Although
most wnhapplly marrled, alie remained faith-
ful to her liusband. In the struggle Lstween
love nnd duty she perished, and proferred to
il af regret rather than of remorse, The
Impression producsml by herangelio natufs was
never effaced. He that loved her wreote of it
long afterward: “There ure people wliom we
hury In the grownd, buat there are somes more
partienlntly  Leloved  whosae shiroud (s onr
hisart, whose memory niingles every dny with
our Inmost being: we think of them as we
Lireathe. They u nots by inenns of the mitd
Inw of n tenusmoatation peculine to love, A sonl
Iswithin my soul. Whenevor I do some good
desd, whenover T sayn Kind word, 1t 0= this
soul thot speaks, that acts: all that 1 mny have
of good In me emanates feom this tom b ns the
fragrones of n lily seents the ale’ To the thres
volumes collootively entitled “Lost [Hoslons, ™
the seene I Hest Iald (n Angoulvme, and is
then shifted to Paris, whithora great mau of
the provineinl town goes in the Lot of pee

nawn and fortune to encounter disenohant- |

mant wnd disgrace  In the est pact the olne-
neter of Lucien Chardon, ultimately 1o enll
himeelt * de Kobempré,” s contrastod with
that of his brother-in<Inw Dnvid, nopathetie
example of the stroegling  Inventor. The

| menmy nide of low in the provinees s disclosml

with infmitable vividopesa, and there ars nlso
vivacious pictures of Angonlems aristocratin
ciroles, Another striking contrast is prosertod
in that part of the book which denis with
Laieion’s Arat career in Paris, that, nimely, bee
tween a noblesmioded gronp of weiters and
nrtinta whe profer atudions poverty to iy sie-
rifles of profity or high (dends on the one
hund, and. on the other, the envirinment of
Kurgeous viee into whivh Luclen nensteates,
nod nmdd whieh he soon loses his slender <fock
of principles, Loy, benatifolor pothelic fhees
redeem the ugliness and anennuess that fil
much of the eanvar. As we fillnw Lucien's
downward ateps, we secnm to recognize the in-
exarable laws of Tate exemplited in & Groes
tragedy. He is as inextrienbly cnueht o e
colle of his deatiny ns are Laoeodin nnd los
sona in the serpents" convolutions,

AR I N
We pame now to the novels which the autlior
clnasifiod as ' Heanes of Military nnd Polinioal
Lt The group begins with Tl Clisiins,
which, ue regards date of aathiorshie, is s
enrlivat of Buizac's works included i the Kii-
Pin DeSiitive. 1t dopiets the lnst wprising of
the Hoynlietu fn Brittand, fhat wliteh taok plies
In 1700 Vietor Hoka hies teontod o snilur
Ehnne o S0 Mot thee Wavolut oo hao | grown
miblor sines the Sth Theemsdbor, and, 10 the
lnmt dnwvs Gf ths Dircetory, wim, nppintent v, th
noe ecomditlon to o withstand dts forel o foes,
expreially shonbd these e sl by inew vp-
rinit in the Waest. Bndzae's dosgbptbon of Che
stute ol thingw dn rienl Beittany Iy 1700 by
wmnined trae for minny yenrs thierealter. The
poeiliae sanformation of the coantey and the
superatition of the inhinbitante exeladed all
ks Ldlity GF the auebaneration of Tnaiyid
bov Do toowen s anad of the addvant gees 1o s o]
rivos] fronp the e i ol lnterelimnges of
Ilens Thiers weps oot cven anv villnges The
precurions steaeninres thnt pas<ed lor lioyses
ware wiil septterad avier the sountey  larch
Pupn iy abwedt o = ovay hatise 8= koo desert
The only coolul gnthoringe wers 1l aplyper
ofes that tonk plie st this grish el e
Bundnys amd Boly duys, TOwas i obusdlenen
o Pl vl o e priests that thiomsands of
the neisants pose neninst the vopmbitie  1at
thiey were eapilsbo of arganize | theehting. nond,
whermma i tho caolior stemegle La Veraloe Dl
turned brigoniloge into war, Beittany  now
turnml warinto beigandnge.  The bnndslinent
af the pritees and tha ovest ey
ole o religion were to the Cloanns f 1700
tnothing more  than  pretests fur plllage,
Al the ineidenrs of the Hitsingesine  oon-
test qeartravcdd Ly Baleae fes norked by the
roneh savageey of ths Lol vcustams, A Dk
AMate, the wowne of sebiteloisda il [n VSO In the
provines of Changpagne, s wi aooamat of e
mrsterims ol netion of o Seditor, whiol was«
the outeanms of a eomplionted politise jilat, nl
T to e exeoution ot ao inneont menl,  The
heroioe, Mile de Cing-Cygne. is n youe waninn
of extraordinary strength of elinenetor, prd
Michus hor devated servant, wine Lseajes o
wletim of the vonsplrey orgunizod Ly the peents
of Fouché, leavos n lasting improsaion en the
mind. "Mme du la Chnnteris® ix oneaf the
Books in which Talzac's respect foar thie € hirls-
tian religion is me ividly nrtastod. A litle
kriot of humon beings, who haxve ernelly suf-
fored feoimm thie shioeks of the § ovalution, hhave
wonight albtivion of thelr private sorrows in the
developmont of a hrathioshomd of pansalarion,
over wheh Mme il In Chanterte peonided
Thee membicts of this brotherhiom]  linve
thrawn all their property  nto a eommon
fand, which s oxpendiol In works of ehnr-
ity The story ciulminatos in the reseun of the
man who, at an eartler npooh, hod lewen ehiofly
ehivrgenble with the juidicinl minrder of the
daughter of s hennfactross, The purpaosn of
“The Doepity trom Arcls " was to exhibit the
warking of the electoral machinery of 184
nd thie politlond intrigaes provoked by it in o
smnll provinelal town. 1t shioald be noted tha
only the firat part of this storv, 58 1t is pibe
Histiard I the Eition Defiitioe. s from Nalzae's
pen. The rest of 0t was writton by Chirles
Habon, aod published am a s . LW yonra
after Babneos doath, in Lo Consftintinnnel
The Countey Dostor,” “The Vi e urd™
and “The Peasante” Lelang 1 the
" Heanes of Countey LG In " The Colitie
rey Dovtor ™ wmin ol fotellest, integrity anid
imaginatinn secks relic! from disillushon and
despnir in giving health, eonilort and Jiriis-
PECY 1o U destitate and degogorara (1l -
tants ol andsolntesd anld arideoanteysidn.  This
Im e of the novels in which Balene is at ralne
tovpropound his pollvien) views W hen wo beyr
I maiid thint the Following words wore pepmgml
NARE S meventy vears ngo; ol re

0

cltesnry

e silisins

quent history of France. we pjust pocognize
them o8 amazingly  prophetic: " Universal
wilfrage,  wheelh 1= dembndod tosdiy iy

s Lelimging to  the (pposition  whioh
I= etullwtk ronstitutional, was an exeellont tirine-
ciplain the Charehl, baranse the individuals
within it wareali wollsinforowd, diseiptined
by the religlous sentiment, mbusd with the
wne systiean, knowing very well what they
wished nod whither they were going.  Bat 1he
triumph ol the Ideas In aid of which modarn
liherulinm imprudently makes waran the pros-
perous goverument of the Bourbuns would be

the riln of France and of the Liberals tham,
selven. The chiefa of the Left know it wa
For them, this contest Is a simple o,
tion of power. If, which God forbid «py

bonrgeolnio, under the banners of
Opposition,  ahould  succesd In hear
down the wmocial  superiorities  auing
which thelr vanity protests, this tri,

would be lmmedintely followsd by & con g
sustained by the bourgeolsle againat the ..
ple, which Iater would moe In tham a sart of | .,
bility, rather mean, It fntene, but of whicy (g
fortutes and the privileges would bato ey
all the more odlous that they felt them son oy
the nearer themselves. In this combat <.
eloty, I do not any the natlon, would pariey
pain, beeause the trinmoh—alwars maon .
tary—of tho snmMering mowson imollos the @,
eat disorders, This combat would be furi
without trnee, for it would arine from the | 4.
enrd, Instinetive or nequlred, hetwooen the woa.
tora, of whom the portion the leastanlighte: «4
bt the moat numerous would get the herrep
of thely sosinl superiors under n wystom 1n
which suffrages eount and are not weighe *
A little Inter, In the sama book, wn rend:
' Abalish the pereage. all the wealthy clnsaig
beoome privileged: inatand of a hundred proe
oo peranns, you will have 10,000 of thow,
and vou will have enlnrged the wound of aoal
Inequnlitioa, Tn fact, for the common peop's
the power of living without working eonstiiut s
of itsall n priviloge. ITn thelr eyes he who oo
sutnea withont nroducing is & apoller. Ther
Insiat upon visible works and take no aocogne
of intelloetunl  productions, aithough the.s
moat envich them. Therefors. In maltinlving
the irvitations, you extend the combat 1ol
paints of the socinl hody (nstead of cestrnin i
it within n narrow cirele. When the attieg
atd the resistanee aro general, tha riin o' a
country is imminsnt. Thera will alwave ta
fewer rich thivn poor: hence the victory will ba
to the Intter as soon As the contest becomen
a physienl one.™

In *“The Village Curéd " a woman, for lova of
whom a man has committed murder and hne
kapt horseeret, strivan to prove repentances Ly
recluiming n vast trnot of wasts land aronnd
her chatesu, pnd by offering emplovyment and
encouragament to nmultitods of her fellow e
ings. The portrait of the herolno, Veroniqus,
in ane af the most ruofulin Balzac'agallary, and
thore is no more affecting incident than hier
doathbied eonfesaion. “The Peasants ' n ona
of the longest nf Balzac's compositions, and it
ghould e, undoubtodly, rankod among the
fineat. Me hnot made n profound study of the
eMacts producsd by the agrarian changea in-
cldent tothe lHevalotion upon the agrienlturiste
in the provinees of Franes most distant from
the enpitad, and In this novel he has woven out
of thase ahservations the ploturs of & subterra.
nean but ferocious soclal warorganized ngalinas

o large Innded proprietor by the  earth-
hinger  of  the poasants  on the ona
linnd  ond the  rapacity  of middie.clas

vapitaliste on the other. This story Is no mere
romanes, for it (s, at times, transformed intoa
profinnd  politionl treatise by the depth and
manmen of the author's eomments and pug-
gestions,  He, himsalf, avows that the aim of
this ook was to enliglhiten, not tha legislature
of Bea=Hw, bt thie logistature of to-morrow. He
prophesiod that the poasant, " thut Indefatiga-
Ble e pper, that rodent whosuladivides and par-
eole aut the bl and cuts an nere Into a hune
ared tits, thnt anti-soeinl elomont orented Ly
the Bavolation” wonld, some day, absorb the
Liosrgaoisle as the bourgeolsie had devoursd
the tability.

ARILS

With " The Wild Ass's Skin" " Poan da ('ha-
Rrin'! begins the series of " Phijosophie nnd
Analyvtie Studies” which the authoer did not
hve to somplete. No remder of this powertul
nllegory will dony thar Balzone s & moral
teacher, It ineulentes the troth that in li's
wo st pay for evor: exesss thnt we commii
thut whot we soew, thnt also, oven in thia
shiort itte, shall we vesp. Among the remnrk -
abile featnres of this hook I8 the detalled das
seription of an antiauarian s collaction of euri-
nsitles, woree of Hiem transmitted from the
trpes of Ahe Pharaohs: n deseription which
lsaves wpon the mingd an timprossion of one’s
tndividunl pettiness, not unliks  that pros=
duead by the study of geology. The lirey-

ity of man's  writton  history, contensted
with the wgeologieal record, eonld not Le
brought ot more foreibily in our own day

of riper knowledga than It was by Hatone in
1) A= yom traes” e savs, U lrom o cutting
toovutting. from Inver to layer, heneath the
airries af Montmartre or among the <inte ps
peosit= ol the Ural, the diseoverios of animnle
Whiose fomslied reminins be'onk to anteditos
Vit elvitizations, the ganl i puhnst wt the
ghimgee ol the thousonds of millions of Tenrs.
wf e theasandds of milllpns of people whom
freetbic lowman memory sl whom even divine
travkittons hnve fargot on, bt whose as o,
Besterd tipracy the steface of our globw, firm
Hetwer Toet of ettt b wlileh wiold ns Lipendd and
Nirwers A vt dater e goes gn: A terine
e d¥tin<ties ol civontia creaturos,

it ol fi=hies and eluinw of ne-
sk, Bottviag wmese apge
T larsar ¥oren, N Past

et lpinies, b sinE ]
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ht intire sl cpamiboof e is potinble Wa
Werth e, eoisbad nsows e e suely nomultoe
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! fvem, ‘ol if wa

i
voeee et Ve bt ot e i opder ta
Lo i lptans b0 spmeek o the firtaes. 1 e
rontand Trovi Kl fressont, sve b il ontll oae
viler vitters sl siys to dme M pdnme la eoms
Pressas poepdies D Hhint sl wxgueston] iomsfenr
0 Rt e avone of whieh 1 laid fa
Norwan, e hieve flpe Sl qilinteseannes
exirfetml Fromn o plons e writings of
Swe e berg Tipile b o b rwed! (< t]a
Anphiber o S ben st e s eOnisn A n antiine of
Hhe Swweid ity g | LN TR TR AT W T Y 1T
mtory, it s e s T s e e X poinde
et lengtly W mtribntion
L RO E (Y R Vv e groun wan ' The
Edviest ol Tipe A T Bt b thae wearsdy Tor
1 e s esbans Arocee wilyleh nll otliers hay
| vl =tibetiioe common to gl
s mvnlibed by wsing!e foree, sunh
T et s ad el stptoment of the prabilom
prresented Ly the ahsolute," n prohlem whieh
the perpaf Hnleae s povel undortibos to salvp,
ik eyt =t him to belinve that the
e = bsianies will e disenvered in an element
sottian tathie three goses (oxygen, hridmgen
0 rowen aned sarbon. Thesingle mediaim,
o Prrlievedd, woulil e gdetacted iy the alement
tammon ta yositive and negativo elestrieity,
e wher shan'st L able to ol this ane s hs
atanee ond this singie mediom wonld anridd e
Thae sipreme seerot of a1l fye peorglis proilies
W

by natire. Perhaps nove thysleal rue
i s il g nl reursuesd fn an
envirament weinte arl  attracs

i o

v Pl Pt whiili ds degoeted iy thiis storee,
It s in aloxole oda mansion ot Ihni, & mnse
teiphanises of the lemlab urchitecture of the
tth eentary, avdd antigue hiendtuee and
LB O VEELR YT § P Y IS PO r the nhe
G s prosecutegl Fhaeeh ths wtory rang
Roeonstant strugels Letwipn t] wtelleer an

the affectians, beatween the duties ol a husband
and futhor arol noweiontint's rocognition of his
oty oo mnn ke,

Ix.

In this Lineried sirvey of the Casdie s
tvann W tiavae boon farvad ta confine oursnives
nlmenr exelusively ta novels of a considarnhla
Iengeth, Bimlzae trion] liis hand qulte ns froguisnts
o with equnl snooess, ot the novelattes,

aemsant ds asorraly lis papll in the fisld of
rhort story as are Flanbort and Bourget his
dineiples in the damain of the extended pove!,
Wo should have boen glad toindionto the Preis
nant purpose deft eonstenetion and inlmitat e
Nnish of some of Baleae's novelsttes,  But the
mbnee ab olre diseosnl and a reader's patience
hove theirlimite. It may ba, howeear, not |r-
vant to say that, hefore presuming to afer
BVCL @ POTSUTY Teview. we were eapeful Lo P
rond alinost exory word of the Kdition Diffiyitice,
O the delight iaminatbon. stimulis and a
npenit i derivi o LN SUeh) B v E perienes wa
Bonwe Lot e onbide toagive onnky o men o aud falot
i Wohen ane Juois ek ayer f e inimiens
wxpintse which a student of Holzas t
Lruverse ane van hioilly ropross u feeling !
awe, as 0l g Wi bien, in tenth, apeetator of
what the amithiog oo mhow us, the vast

“ ane thd m ™lens  variely «f tha
| an Commiv.  Whnt nobdlity, what Beants.
n,lu-nl fhErag ds v o poman natiars, whio
ndrae has naot dotectmd winl prot rayed: what
ughiness, whint [Anenein whnat baronmss Has
sl his meadpet © Wit physn of Inseinm-
tion, however svatosiont, hins bhoon lett s
eroghit whint nranue, styffed with things odi=
o= iar hateful, hys | It unvisited : what
depth haw bean unsounded ; what' helght upe
Mled 2 The sugirema novelist of the centurys
wo lekve him o his splondig soluu-!h
LY 8
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